YASS HIGH SCHOOL

We value respect, responsibility, safety and learning.

Principal: Sandra Hiscock Relieving Deputy Principal: Ruth Riach

From the Principal

Exams, Reports and Plans: Congratulations to our Year 11 achievers
whose HSC Preliminary Year Reports and Awards were distributed at
a well-attended celebration assembly last Friday 23rd October. The
exam outcomes and teacher comments provide a good basis for
students to plan their approach to their HSC courses for the coming
year. From this week the Careers Adviser and | will be interviewing
each student to offer support in planning and to ensure that their
chosen subject options adequately address their academic and career
aspirations and potential.

The HSC exams continue with students and staff generally
responding positively to the i c
Maths and Science papers which have been completed so far.

Ag Achievements at Murrumbateman, lllabo and Scone: Once
again our show team and the agriculture and primary industries
students and staff are to be commended for the impressive exhibits
and achievements at the Murrumbateman Field Days, and the lllabo
Sheep and Scone Cattlesh ows . Mr Ar mour 6s YH¢
Murrumbateman won best display award and the full details of the
Sshow teamdés successes are detail
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Many thanks to the musicians who performed so impressively and the students
and staff who hosted the school display over the two days of the Murrumbateman
Field Days: much positive

event.

feedback

Garage Sale Clean Up: Almost $1000 was made for the school from the sale of old
furniture and equi pment
many thanks to staff, parents and students who supported the day.

Funding for 2016: The school has
received notification of its funding for
2016 using the new Resource Allocation
Mode (RAM) which is needs-based,
consistent with the recommendations of
the Gonski Review. The RAM funding is
allocated according to identified needs,
some support being for the entire school,
and some for particular groups of
students  or individual  students.
Accountability for how the funds are
used occurs through the annual report
and aligns with priorities from the
collaboratively developed school plan.
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Some aspects of the RAM are
1. Equity loadings which include

A socio-economic background ($49,184): the rate of this funding is per student
based on a combination of individual student and school need using the
Family Occupation and Education Index (FOEI) from student/parent
enrolment information

A Aboriginal background ($16,32):reflects both percentage and number of
Aboriginal students in the school

A low level adjustment for disability ($39,433): based on the number of
students in regular classes with low level disability and learning support
needs

2. Base school allocation and operation grants which include

A per capita on enrolments ($33,269) - new in 2016

A professional learning allocation for all staff ($47,326) - an additional $15,00
from 2015

A location loading ($30,88): recognises remoteness and isolation i
disadvantage due to distance from other schools, the additional cost of
goods and services, and the capacity for teacher professional learning

3. Targeted (individual student) funding: specific support for individual students
who require high or moderate level adjustment for disability

A suite of materials has also been developed to assist school communities to
understand t he RAM. This i nformation
http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/about-the-department/our-reforms/local-schools-local-

deC|S|ons/reform agenda/resource aIIocatlon model
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From the Deputy

Term 4 is well and truly underway, with students preparing for assessments and
exams in their different subjects. Our year 12 students have nearly finished the
HSC with just geography and visual arts to go. One of the students mentioned to
me that the best studying is done on a nightly basis, just summarising the work
done in class that day, and making sure they understood the key concepts taught.
Try adding a little study into your s t u d eevety day daily routine, and see what a
difference it makes.

Another way to improve individual results is through attendance, which is not only
compulsory; it has a huge impact on both the learning and long term outcomes of
our students. The law in NSW places the responsibility on parents, to ensure their
child is enrolled at a government or non-government school and attends the school
whenever teaching is provided. There are of course exceptions to this, including
when students are sick or other special family circumstances.

It i s part of the school ds obligation t
but that there is prompt follow up for absent students. To do this, Yass High School
will send a text if your student is unexpectedly absent. Our hard working SASS
staff do their best to ensure that our records are accurate, so if you have kept your
child home due to illness, or other reasons, please call the school (62261711) and
|l et us know so we dono6t bother you with
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Captains Corner

Helloé i s i t waiting/farul éan see
it in your eyes, | can see it in your smile,
and wedr e al |

more.

We are your 2016 captains and will be |
taking over this corner from now on! Thank
you to the 2015 captains for creating this g
tradition to keep you updated on what is
happening around the school.

Now to the important business, our first
teacher of the week goes to Ms Blake. As
well as being a wicked maths teacher, she
also helped us from the beginning of the :
daunting process for captain, from the interviews to the speeches, to the mductlon
she was always there!

Finally last but not least your favourite part, the joke of the week!
What do you call a belt made out of watches?

A waist of time!




RMC Band Excursion

On Tuesday morning we went to Canberra to see the RMC (Royal Military College)
Band. The band is made up of approximately 60 players, comprising both full time
and part time cadets. We were the youngest audience members by far and with a
hushed anticipation of the fantastic concert ahead we rose to join in the National
Anthem led by Ms Wilkinson (singer).

| particularly liked the James Bond theme Skyfall, as performed by the singer with
the most amazing breath control. - Zoe

Fantasy of Flight was my favourite piece, which had 10 movie themes by John
Williams (including Harry Potter) all joined together. - Rhiannon

The singer was awesome; | enjoyed the bus trip (singing /ukulele playing). - Piper

The depth and volume of the music was thrilling. My favourite piece was Skyfall. 1
Jordana

After the concert we went to the mall to eat lunch and have a little free time to do
some window shoppingas we di dndét hales any money! !

Both the bassoon and trombone were terr.]
as they were all great. On the trip home we all sang and talked about the band and

the instruments we liked. After an amazing experience it was time to head back to
school.- Ashleigh

A big thank you to Ms Olzomer who took us on the excursion.
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Elspeth
McGregor, a
flautist with
the band
jumped in
the photo
with her old
high school.
Also pictured
areMajor
David Bird
and Captain
Matthew
O6Keef
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Aurora College

Aurora College is a Virtual Selective on-line High School providing students in rural
and remote areas the chance to study specialist subjects using the latest
technology. | started with Aurora in 2015 studying in a virtual classroom Maths,
English and Science. All my other subjects are in mainstream classrooms at Yass
High School.

Twice a year, the students and staff of Aurora go to Sydney for a week. Last week
was one such week, most of us got there on Sunday night and the week was
packed full of interesting lessons and excursions around Sydney. Year 8 got to go
to the Powerhouse Museum and patrticipate in activities to do with Mars Rovers
and electronics, as well as explore the museum. After the Powerhouse Museum
we went to the University of Technology Sydney where we learnt a bit about
coding and made our own versions of Flappy Bird as well as a tour of the
University. In short it was a really great week and | would recommend Aurora to
anyone who likes a challenge. 1 Bronwyn Kemp

Bronwynwith herGalaxy Award In recognition of sustained dedication at Aurora College
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Greenlight Driver Course

On the 8th October 25 Year 10 boys attended the Greenlight Youth Driver
Education Course. The program was facilitated by Motorvation Mobile, a unique
driver training provider with a strong focus on driver psychology, attitude change
and risk reduction. The students used a mobile training facility that included
two world class driving simulators and had the opportunity to drive a vehicle under
instruction in a safe off-road environment.

They were taught strategies to help them reduce risk and improve their
understanding of vehicle technology, road laws, safety features and spatial
awareness. The boys gained much from the day and came away with strategies
that can help to make them safer drivers when they gain their provisional license.
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Sculpture in the Paddock

On the beautiful sunny
morning of Monday October
12" Year 9 and 10
sculpture students returned
to Cooma Cottage to collect
their sculptures from the
recent exhibition. Along
with  them came Al
Phemister (local sculptor
and organiser of SITP),
Suzie Bleach and Andy
Townsend (the two
sculptors who worked with
students), Ms Hiscock, the
local paparazzi and our art
staff Nwana@bMs Vdantermeys.

Not only were the students taking down their part of the exhibition but so were
other artists removing their sculpture from the paddock (Eg. Suzie and Andy had
their blue horse sculpture in the trailer). Besides this a presentation was held to
thank the students for their excellent work and present them with encouragement
awards in the form of a set of rasps and a lump or two of soapstone.

Students and staff also thanked and gave gifts to the artists.




Murrumbateman Field Days

Yass High School put together another wonderful display at the Murrumbateman
Field Days this year. The school woina N B
fantastic effort from all staff, students and community involved. The band and
music students entertained the crowds, and the exhibition with student works and
archives was well received.
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